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Be fair to our children and teach real science

You are sitting at a school board meet-
ing when a respected guest begins speak-
ing about the science curriculum, suggest-
ing it needs to be more inclusive. Seems
reasonable, you think.

She argues that cur-
rent teaching of one topic
in particular ignores the
views of a significant mi-
nority of experts. Be fair,
teach both sides of the is-
sue and let the students
decide, she says—under-
standing that controversy
benefits kids’ educations.

Again, you nod sympa-
thetically. Then she gets
to her main point: she be-
lieves that AIDS is not
caused by the virus HIV.

Wait a minute! You're pretty sure there
is plenty of evidence regarding HIV, and
that old attacks on the HIV-AIDS link are
discredited. Teaching this issue incorrectly
could be dangerous. People who are con-
fused about whether AIDS is caused by
HIV might make bad decisions, and many
would die.

In the case of AIDS, the importance of
getting the science right is obvious. But
what if the issue involved subtler evidence
and challenged traditions we hold dear?
What if the dangers of getting the science
right were not so clear? Then the appeal
to the American sense of fairness would
be stronger. This is the situation we find
in public discussions of evolution and “in-

JEFFREY
McKINNON

telligent design.”

Intelligent design, essentially the claim
that the complexity of living organisms
can only be explained if they were de-
signed (implicitly by God), is a very ap-
pealing notion. Wouldn't it be marvelous
if we could find clear evidence of God’s
work in nature? Wouldn't it be fantastic to
find such a straightforward reconciliation
of science and religion?

Unfortunately, intelligent design is too
good to be true, at least from the perspec-
tive of science. The idea is an old one,
dressed up with biochemistry and a new
name but old nonetheless. You can find a
few rare scientists who are sympathetic to
“ID” but science rejected ID a century ago.
I could argue the details here, but there is
a simpler test: peer review, the main way
that scientific work is evaluated. Only re-
search that has been carefully reviewed
and deemed competent by experts in the
field gets published in top journals. The
two top scientific journals, “Science” and
“Nature,” regularly publish articles on evo-
lution. They never publish articles sup-
porting intelligent design.

ID is not absent from reputable jour-
nals because of any conspiracy among sci-
entists. Scientists, many of whom are as
religious as anyone else, are open to new
ideas and would love to have clear evi-
dence for God. People who quickly accept-
ed Einstein’s notion that time is relative
are pretty flexible in their worldview.

If intelligent design is based on such
discredited science, why does the idea
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keep reappearing? Part of the reason is be-
cause many people think evolution equals
atheism. Surely, some argue, you cannot
accept both God and the idea that we de-
scended from ape-like creatures through
the process of natural selection. But are
evolution and a deep belief in God really
so irreconcilable?

No. I could try to argue the theology,
but there is more straightforward evi-
dence that evolution and faith are com-
patible. Plenty of Wisconsin clergy, includ-
ing Anglicans, Baptists, Catholics, Episco-
palians, Lutherans (lots of Lutherans!),

Methodists, Presbyterians, Unitarians and
more, have no problem with evolution. So
far, more than 180 clergy from Wisconsin,
and more than 7,000 from around the na-
tion, have signed a letter that includes the
statement, “We believe that the theory of
evolution is a foundational scientific
truth, one that has stood up to rigorous
scrutiny and upon which much of human
knowledge and achievement rests. To re-
ject this truth or to treat it as ‘one theory
among others’ is to deliberately embrace
scientific ignorance and transmit such ig-
norance to our children.” Google “religion

science collaboration” and see if you know
a signer.

Does any of this really matter? Teach-
ing HIV and AIDS incorrectly could clear-
ly cost lives and hurt our economy, but
what about evolution? Should we really
care whether we get that right? Yes! De-
sign of flu vaccine is based on the careful
study of rates and patterns of flu virus
evolution. Ask the next pensioner you run
into whether getting the flu vaccine right
matters—{flu kills thousands of people
each year. And there’s more: Steve
Palumbi of Stanford conservatively esti-
mates the cost to the U.S. economy of ig-
noring evolution, looking just at pesticide-
resistance and drug-resistance in a few
key disease-causing bacteria, at more than
$30 billion per year.

It would be nice if nature provided
clear evidence of God’s designs. But it
does not, and we are left with our faith.
For many, faith is enough—which is just
as well because lives and fortunes can be
lost if we confuse faith with science. So
please, if you want to be fair, be fair to our
kids and insist they’re taught real science
in their science classes.

Jeffrey McKinnon is an associate pro-
fessor in the Department of Biological Sci-
ences at UW-Whitewater and coordinator
of the Undergraduate Research Program.
He obtained his Ph.D. from Harvard Uni-
versity. His research and work on inte-
grating research experiences into under-
graduate science training are financed by
the National Science Foundation.
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Twin Oaks Shelter
appreciates donation

Editor, the Gazette:

On behalf of Community Ac-
tion, our Twin Oaks Shelter for the
homeless, and the 47 adults and
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How your lawmakers voted
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36 children served by the shelter
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out the generosity of many in our
community, such as the Masonic
lodges. We appreciate their sup-
port!
JEN TROPP
Director,
Family & Community Services
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Hurricane relief
humbles organizers

Editor, the Gazette:
On Aug. 31, we made a few
phone calls to members of area
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service clubs and churches, asking
for assistance in collecting food
and clothing for the victims of
Hurricane Katrina.

Not only were our pleas heard,
the community of Elkhorn and
neighboring towns overwhelmed
us with their generosity. In less
than 48 hours, we had more than
20 tons worth of donations!

Thanks to the coordinating ef-
forts of Deanna Favre and the
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Brett Favre Fourward Foundation,
ours were the first supplies al-
lowed into Hancock County, Miss.,
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SERVICE CENTER

the area hardest hit by the storm.
We were also assured by Steve
Seymoor, county supervisor, that
all of these items would be distrib-
uted to the people who needed
them most within 24 hours.

To all of those people who do-
nated to our efforts, or the efforts
of others, we say thanks. You
humbled us with your call to ac-
tion and made us very proud to be
a part of this community.

STACY AND JEFF WHITEMAN

Elkhorn

My Prionimies ARe SIMPLE. THeY Re Youas.
Carole A. Cullen

REALTOR

The Trusted Name

in Janesville.

Office: 608.531.2504
Home Office: 608.752.1670
E-mail: cacullen@aol.com

Left is on a rampage against Ryan

Editor, the Gazette:

Based on recent letters to the editor, the extreme
left is apparently on the rampage against our fine
Congressman Paul Ryan. No one can explain the So-
cial Security issue more clearly than Ryan. We can
no longer ignore the fact that the current system
needs a major overhaul.

It’s clear to me why the lefties so vehemently op-
pose the Ryan plan to reform Social Security (that
would allow people to own personal retirement ac-
counts): They know that if this plan is enacted,
more people would view this money as something
that they earned over the years. This account is
something that they can pass on to their children.

In contrast, the liberals thrive on convincing
more people to become even more dependent on
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the government. That is why they oppose the Ryan
plan for personal retirement accounts. They know
that the plan’s success would ultimately hurt their
agenda for increased government dependency.
ROBERT TRAPP
Salem

Anti-drinking editorial gets kudos

Editor, the Gazette:

Regarding your Friday editorial, “Parents must
pull tap on youth drinking,” bravo, bravo! Hey, all
you parents out there with teenagers, have you got-
ten the message yet? Are you paying attention?

Don’t be afraid to bring this problem out in the
open and discuss it within the family. Stop sweeping
it under the rug. Bravo to the writer of this editorial.

REBECCA PRICE
Janesville
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