Bi 142, Lecture Exercise: Reading from “Inherit the Wind”

Objective: to explore social and historical aspects of the disputes over the teaching of evolution through a dramatic reading and supplemental activities.

Readings: for presenters, selected materials from the play “Inherit the Wind,” recommended websites and materials arising from your research.

Assignment: for presenters, give dramatic reading and brief presentation on historical context. Rest of class: no assignment. Details are provided below.

The core of this presentation will be a reading from the play “Inherit the Wind.”  You have been, or will be, given photocopies of p.’s 85-128 of the play.  You should choose one or more segments from these pages for a total reading length of 15 minutes.  You will need to do practice readings to make sure your timing is correct--if you go to short or too long your grade will be lowered.  In presenting this reading, feel free to use as much or as little in the way of props, dramatic flair, and so on as you like.  If you would like to examine the rest of the play, you can borrow a copy from the University library or a public library.  You are welcome to read from your script rather than trying to memorize the play.

I also hope we can put this reading in an appropriate philosophical and historical context.  Thus I would like one member of the group to give a brief presentation (about 5 minutes in length) on contemporary accounts of the famous Scopes monkey trial, and compare these accounts to the semi-fictional version of the trial presented in the play.  In particular, is the play, which seems to favor the evolutionist perspective, fair to the creationists involved in the Scopes trial and to the individuals involved in developing the Tennessee law that led to the trial?  You should be able to find accounts of the trial in microfiche of newspapers from around July, 1925, when the trial took place in Dayton, Tennessee.  The university library has at least the New York Times and one Milwaukee paper from that period; with further research you might get access to Tennessee newspapers from that time. This presentation should probably follow the reading.  You are welcome to use Powerpoint to illustrate your talk.

Depending on the size of the group, a second individual could present a brief account of the history of conflicts between creationism and evolutionism, up to the present (about a 5 minute presentation).  We are not interested in a discussion of the merits of each viewpoint as we will consider these issues in lecture.  Rather, you should describe the history of the conflict.  You might start your research with  “http://www.religioustolerance.org/ev_hist.htm”  and related links; do not stop there.   You may find references to useful books at these websites, or a librarian may be able to help you with a search.  This presentation should probably take place before the reading, but I will leave this decision to you.  This presenter might also introduce the reading, particularly the main characters and “the story so far.”

Note that you should divide the work up fairly for this project.  Thus individuals who are only reading the play might help with research for the presentations or play a special role in staging the play or coming up with props.

Good luck and have fun!

