COACHING-706 SPORT AND SOCIETY

Totally Web-Based Course Offered through Desire 2 Learn

INSTRUCTOR

Dr. Dianne Jones
116 Williams Center
(262) 472-1649 Answering machine available
(262) 472-1140 Department telephone
(262) 472-3221 FAX
Electronic Office Hours: 7:00-8:00 AM, 8:00-9:00 PM Monday-Friday
E-mail: jonesd@uww.edu
Home page: http://facstaff.uww.edu/jonesd
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course provides students with an in-depth study of the social dimensions of sport in a modern industrialized society. The course will allow students to engage in an in-depth study of social factors that impact sport from both a theoretical and applied perspective.

PREREQUISITES 

Three credits in sociology as an undergraduate student or consent of the instructor.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. To provide students with the basic sociological concepts as they relate to sport.

2. To provide the student with exposure to:

A. theoretical endeavors directed toward explaining the functions that sport serves in society, and

B. scientific investigations directed toward the nature of social interaction occurring within the sport environment.

3. To help students understand how, by applying sociological concepts, theories and evidence, the contemporary structure of modern sport has emerged and how subcultures reflect the wider social processes.

4.
To identify the major factors involved in socialization processes related to sport.

5. 
To examine sport as a social organization and explore the role of athletes at various organizational levels.

6. 
To explore the relationships of sport to other institutions in society, including the family, education, government, politics, religion, economics, and the media.

7.
To understand the role of sport in central social issues, including racism, sexism, economic class, homophobia, and violence.

8.  
To promote an understanding of small and large group processes, their influence 

upon sport and institutional patterns.

9.  
To investigate the impact of sport upon collective behavior and the potential of collective behavior for changing sport.

COURSE SYLLABUS
1.
The sociology of sports (LESSON 1)




A. What are dimensions of sport and society

B. Why study sports as a social phenomena

C. Social significance of sport

D. Methodical perspectives

E. Chapter 1 

2.   
Using social theories (LESSON 2)





A. 
Theories used to study sports in society 

B. 
Best theoretical approaches

C.
Chapter 2

3. 
A look at the past (LESSON 3)

A. Understanding history

B. Sports vary by time and place

C. Chapter 3

4.    
Sports and socialization (LESSON 4)

A. 
What is socialization?

B. 
Socialization into and via sport

C. 
Changing or ending sport participation

D. 
Chapter 4

5. 
Sports and Children (LESSON 5)




A. Origin and development of organized youth sports.

B. Trends in youth sports

C. Recommendations for changing children's sports

D. Prospects for change

E. Chapter 5

6. 
Deviance in sports (LESSON 6)




A. Defining and studying deviance in sports

B. Deviance among athletes
 

C. Is deviance in sports out of control?

D. Chapter 6

7. 
Violence in sports (LESSON 7)


A. 
What is violence?

B. 
Violence on the field

C. 
Violence off the field

D. 
Violence among spectators

E. 
Chapter 7

8. 
Gender and sports (LESSON 8)




A. Participation and equity issues

B. Ideological and cultural issues

C. Chapter 8

9. 
Race and ethnicity (LESSON 9)





A. Sports participation among racial and ethnic minorities

B. The dynamics of racial and ethnic relations in sports

C. Discrimination in sport

D. Social mobility

E. Chapter 9

10. 
Social class (LESSON 10)



A. Sports and economic inequality

B. Social class and sport participation patterns

C. Economic and career opportunities in sport

D. Social mobility

E. Chapter 10

11. 
Sports and the economy (LESSON 11)

A. 
The emergence and growth of commercial sports

B. 
Owners, sponsors and promoters in commercial sports

C. 
Sports as a monopoly

D. 
Chapter 11

12. 
Sports and the media
(LESSON 12)




A. A two-way relationship

B. Images and messages in media sports

C. Gender discrimination and racism

D. The media's        impact on sport and society

E. Chapter 12

13. 
Sports and politics (LESSON 13)




A. The sports-government connection

B. Politics and sports

C. Chapter 13

14. 
Sports in High school and college (LESSON 14)

Arguments for and against 

A. Interscholastic and intercollegiate experiences

B. Benefits and problems

C. Chapter 14

15. 
Sports and religion (LESSON 15)






A. 
Similarities and differences between sports and religions

B. 
The challenges of combining sports and religious beliefs

C. 
Chapter 15

16. 
Sports in the future (LESSON 16)


A. 
Chapter 16

COURSE DESIGNED BY LESSONS

The course is designed around lessons.  You must do the lessons in succession. In other words Lesson 1 must be completed before progressing to Lesson 2, etc.

COURSE EVALUATION
1.
On-line quizzes

320 points

2.
Discussion forums

128 points

3. 
Project



150 points

 TOTAL POINTS 


598 POINTS

COURSE TEXT
Coakley, J. (2003). Sports in Society: Issues and controversies. Boston: McGraw-Hill Publishers. 

EXTRA CREDIT
None available
GRADING

90% of total points

A
80% of total points

B
70% of total points

C
60% of total points

D
59% or below of total points
F
LATE ASSIGNMENTS

Late projects will be reduced by 5 points for each day they are late, including weekends. Missed course work is the responsibility of the student.
QUIZZES

Each lesson has a quiz, which is completed on-line. DO NOT resize the browser window once you are in a quiz, do not try to print out your quiz page. The system will think you are done and lock you out of the quiz before you finish. Your score will not be properly recorded.

PROJECT

You will complete one project that you select from Chapters 1, 4, 5, 12 or 14. You may also propose a project that you are interested in. The project is worth 150 points.

WRITTEN MATERIALS
All assignments must be typed. Mistakes in grammar, spelling, syntax, etc. detract from your message and will affect your grade negatively. For your protection, you are expected to keep a photocopy/disk copy of all assignments submitted to the instructor.
DISCUSSION FORUM
Discussion forums must be completed on the date due or no points will be received. 

SPECIAL NOTES
This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor. Material included is intended to provide an outline of the course and rules that the instructor will adhere to in evaluating the student's progress. However, this syllabus is not intended to be a legal contract. Questions regarding the syllabus are welcome anytime.
STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

Students with special needs or disabilities should contact me, so that arrangements can be made to meet the students’ needs. 
UW-WHITEWATER ENVIRONMENT
The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive and non-discriminatory learning environment. It is the responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special Accommodations, http://www.uww.edu/bulletin/Legal/legal6.html#Disability, Misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodations, Discrimination and Absence for University Sponsored Events. http://www.uww.edu/bulletin/Legal/legal5.html. (For details please refer to the Undergraduate and Graduate Timetables; the “Rights and Responsibilities” section of the Undergraduate Bulletin; the Academic Requirements and Policies and the Facilities and Services sections of the Graduate Bulletin http://www.uww.edu/bulletin/Legal/index.html#Rights; and the “Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures” [UWS Chapter 14]; and the “Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures” [UWS Chapter 17]. See http://WWW.UWW.EDU/stdhdbk/uwsystem.html
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