Political Science 820-247

Issues and Crises: The U.S. and the Middle East

Online summer 2003

Dr.
Zohreh Ghavamshahidi

Office:
 Salisbury 309 or 247

Telephone:
262-472-5117 or 1042

Goals:

My primary goal in this course is to assist you in developing critical thinking and citizenship, especially in relations to the issues between the U.S and the Middle East and Islamic countries. The connection among people with different racial, ethnic, class, gender and religion are problematic and often lead to collective violence. Critical thinking, perspective and citizenship would ask how we (people) have helped create and maintain a world where differences among people have lead to war, colonialism, and imperialism. Critical thinking questions the assumptions that make world system, social structures and consequently social groups.  With critical thinking we see the connection between individual people and the life of social groups in the world as a whole. In relation to the Middle East and Islam, critical citizenship means developing an eye not just for issues and crises such as terrorism, war, poverty, dictatorships and violence involving the Middle East, but also for how certain social structures and way of thinking about and within the Middle East and Islam create fertile ground for the development of such issues and crises. For example, a critical perspective on crises in the Middle East would not just condemn and damn the Middle East countries and Islam but would ask how we have all helped create and maintain a world where such crises are possible and likely. 

In addition to this, I hope by the end of the summer session that most of you will be better in analyzing events concerning the Middle East, able to understand the ideologies, as well as their importance in a world context. Some of these ideologies are important in the history of our thinking about the United States and the Middle East. I hope you come away with some knowledge about the historical development of these issues, as well as some knowledge about the Middle East’ people and politics, and the United States interests and actions in this region; most importantly, how we can change the course of events with active citizenship.

Subjects:
In this course we will briefly survey the historical development of the Middle East countries and Islam. Also we will examine the interests of the West especially the United States in the region.  Within this context we will examine the most pressing issues in the region. These issues include but not limited to Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Iraq-Iran war, Persian Gulf War I, Persian Gulf War II, the U.S/coalition war against Afghanistan and the United States war against terrorism. Furthermore we examine how Western discourse on the Middle East and Islam some times creates a hostile and distrustful atmosphere towards Muslims in general and the Middle East in particular. http://www.csmonitor.com/, http://www.nytimes.com/, http://www.truthout.org/. http://www.washingtonpost.com/  http://www.einnews.com/iran/ 

Course guide

This is a three credit hour online course delivered through Blackboard. You need to check the Blackboard regularly in order to update yourself with announcements and assignments. In addition to your personal performance of your assignments, you will be graded on your debates with other students on different issues that will be posted regularly on the discussion board.  This syllabus is also posted in the course information of Blackboard. Always check assignment, course documents, and discussion board panels in Blackboard in order to make sure you are on the top of everything.   

Textbooks and other Reading Materials 
The following books are available in the UWW bookstore

Joseph N. Weatherby, the Middle East and North Africa, Longman (New York: 2001). 

Jonathan Barker, the No-Nonsense Guide to Terrorism, Vesor (Oxford, UK: 2001).

These books will be available in June 5th.

James P. Sterba ed. Terrorism and International Justice, Oxford University Press, (New York: 2003)

Dennis G. Stevens, the Challenges to Peace in the Middle East, Longman (New York: 2003).
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There will be a number of articles and chapter on electronic reserves

Evaluation: 

In order to get the most out of this course, you must be prepared when you logon. You are required to read and are also responsible for THINGKING about the assigned material so that you can participate in discussion. I expect you to participate actively. I will not be responsible for covering the material assigned as homework. Rather, I will post a discussion topic of the most pressing issues and the most challenging concepts. You are expected to participate by asking questions and by answering questions.  I encourage you to analyze and discuss the material you have read. ACTIVE LEARNING improves skills and enhances knowledge and awareness more effectively than does passive learning. Examples of the issues and problems from your readings should demonstrate your true knowledge of the subject mater. You need to draw on your choice of newspaper as well as other reading materials.

It is really important that you start your readings and assignments on time since this is only a six-week course. Do not let your reading assignments pile up; Catching up would not be easy. 

Course Requirements 
Your grade is the cumulative scores of the following activities:

A.
Research paper- 30 points

You are required to write a 5 to 7 page typed research paper on a topic on the Middle East (domestic and foreign and international), which has been approved by me.  It should be typed, double space, pages numbered, with a cover page (your name and the title of your paper, date, course number and institution you are enrolled in), endnotes or footnotes and bibliography. This paper is due on June 25, 2003. The deadline for the paper is firm. Late papers will be penalized by one letter grade for every late day. This paper must be largely free of grammatical and spelling errors. The structure of the paper should be divided into three parts; 1-an introduction which highlights your theoretical frame work and the points you will be arguing in your paper; 2- part two is the body of the paper consisting of your argument backed by historical information and currents facts; 3- the last part of the paper is your conclusion which consists of a brief overview and the result of your findings. 

Plagiarism
The written assignments for this course must be constructed without plagiarism. Any quotations, paraphrases and or ideas taken from others without proper citations are considered to be plagiarism. In the event that I find any part of your written work taken from others without providing proper citation, I will fail the paper and possibly fail you for the course. Use American Psychological Association citation format. The instruction for this format can be found on Library cites. Unintentional plagiarism is not, in my mind, much different from intentional plagiarism. In the events that you do not know what plagiarism is and you are not sure whether or not a particular passage in your work might be plagiarized, please consult me. Another important thing to consider when working on your paper is the quality of the sources you choose. All of your sources should be authoritative, for one thing, that means that they should all be the thoughts of an expert in a relevant field. An editor of a newspaper that writes opinion article about an issue is not an expert, but university professors are experts in the areas in which they teach and research. Authoritative sources might include the websites for major scholarly journals that come out of a particular field. Pamphlets, newsletter and opinions with particular interests to grind may not be authoritative.  Newspaper and magazines should only be cited for facts and not as a source of research. Your sources should be substantive. A five pages article in Times magazine may be authoritative but it is not substantive

. 

Grading Criteria 

A. An “A” paper displays original thought and analysis of issues read and discussed in the course of the six-week semester. The analysis must be based on research, which is both theoretical (critical analysis of assumptions and discourses) and practical (empirically based research, case study analysis, etc.).

B.  A “B” paper demonstrates good understanding of the issues discussed and analyzed through the course of the study, but the arguments presented are not original and fully developed. 

C. A “C” paper demonstrates understanding of the issues discussed and analyzed through the course of the study, but it is more of a report than a research paper with original ideas.

TESTS

There will be two tests of equal value, each 25 points of the course grade. The tests are essay questions. They are open book and open notes. They both must be typed, double-spaced; page numbered and includes proper citations. One test is due on June111, 2003. The questions for this test will be distributed on June 6. The second test is due on July 3. The questions for this test will be distributed on June 26. Use the digital drop box within blackboard to submit your essays.

C.
Participation
Participation on discussion board is 20 points of your course grade. Because the quality of our courses depends on the quality of your input, I weigh participation. You must read the assigned readings before you discuss issues on the discussion board. The successful student will consciously attempt to integrate the material throughout the course of semester and will give evidence of this effort on discussion board. All of the discussions must be guided by information you gather from your assigned reading materials and also information you have found by yourself.  This course is interested in facts and analysis rather than opinions. 

Course Grades 

Course grades will be earned in the following manner:

Cumulative scores on the tests
50

Research paper


30

Participation and discussion

20

A
90 and above

B
80 to 90

C
70 to 80

D
60 to 70

F
50 to 60 

Class Schedule

Major Subject of Examination

http://www.helpcicr.org/Web/eng/siteeng0.nsf/htmlall/map_afn_mo?OpenDocument=  

	First week

 Introduction to the Middle East
	Tuesday May 27 
	Read Weatherby Chapters 1.

. Geography in the Middle East. 

	Geography and strategy in the Middle East.
	Wednesday May 28
	Read Weatherby chapter 2

	Historical information about the Middle East
	Thursday May 29
	; Read Sketches for a Historical Portrait in Bernard Lewis, The Shaping of the Modern Middle East, Oxford University press (New York; 1994). (Check electronic reserve)



	Culture and its importance in the Middle East
	Friday May 30
	Weatherby, chapter 4


There will be daily questions on the Discussion Board for this week’s readings

Second week

Islam and the Middle East

	Religion and politics in the Middle East.
	Monday June 2
	Read Weatherby chapter 3

	History of Islam
	Tuesday June 3
	 Read Weatherby chapter 5. 



	Comparative analysis of some aspects of Islam and Christianity
	.  Wednesday June 4
	Read Defining Islam in Bernard Lewis, The Crisis of Islam, and the Modern Library press (New York; 20030). Check electronic reserve.

	A critical look at Islam and its relations to the west
	Thursday June 5.  
	Read Islam and the West in Edward Said, Covering Islam, Vintage Books, (New York; 1997). Check electronic reserve.

	A Critical look at the media and Islam
	Friday June 6,
	Read Islam As News in Edward Said, Covering Islam, Vintage Books (New York; 1977) Check electronic reserve

http://www.mepc.org/public_asp/journal_vol10/0306_wiktorowiczkaltner.asp 


Third Week

Terrorism in the Middle East

June 11 your First test is due

	What is Terrorism
	Monday June 9
	Read Introduction  in James P. Sterba ed. Terrorism and International Justice, Oxford University Press (New York; 20030). Also read chapter 2 in Sterba, The Terrorism of “Terrorism” by Tomis Kapitan. 



	Respond to terrorism
	Tuesday June 10
	Read Noam Chomsky, Terror and Just Response in Sterba ed. Terrorism and International Justice. 



	
	Wednesday June 11 and Thursday June 12,
	Read Jonathan Barker, Terrorism, Vesor Press, (Oxford, UK: 2003). Purchase at the bookstore.



	Are Muslim Terrorists
	Friday Jun 13
	Read Robert Phillips, The War Against Pluralism and Zayn Kassam, Can a Muslim Be a Terrorist? In Sterba ed. Terrorism and International Justice. 


	
	
	


Fourth Week

 Israel/-Palestinian Conflict

	Historical overview of conflict
	Monday June 16

Tuesday June 17
	http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/me.htm 

This cites contain a historical review of the establishment of state of Israel.

Read. Dennis G. Stevens, The Challenges of Jewish Nationalism. In Challenges to Middle East Peace. Longman (New ourk: 2003) 

Read Joseph Weatherby. Chapter 6 

	Critical writing on the Israel/Palestinian 
	Wednesday June 18
	David B. Burrell, “Narratives Competing for Our Soul. In James P. Sterba ed. Terrorism and International Justice Oxford University press (New York: 2003). http://www.mepc.org/public_asp/journal_vol10/0306_wiktorowiczkaltner.asp
http://www.mepc.org/public_asp/journal_shahak/shahak47.asp
http://www.mepc.org/public_asp/journal_shahak/shahak45.asp


	Arab-Israeli conflict
	Thursday June 19
	Read Dennis G. Stevens, The Challenges t Peace in the Middle East. Longman (New York: 2003), Chapter 7 “The Arab-Israeli Conflict and Its Transformation. 

	Terrorism and Just War
	Friday June 20
	Read James P. Sterba Terrorism and International Justice. Chapter 11. Check the electronic reserve 

	
	
	


Fifth Week

Case Studies

Your Paper is due on June 25

	Country Profiles
	Monday June 23
	Read Weatherby. Chapter 8

	Chronology of Iranian revolution
	Tuesday June 24 
	http://www.iranian.com/History/Feb98/Revolution/


	 American and the Middle East
	Wednesday June 25
	Read.  Dennis G. Stevens/ American Perceptions of the Middle East 

	War against Iraq
	Thursday June 26
	Read Anthony H. Cordesmann. Symposium: War with Iraq: A Cost-Benefit Analysis. Middle East Policy, Volume IX, December 2002, Number 4

http://www.mepc.org/public_asp/forums_chcs/30.asp


	Persian Gulf War 
	Friday June 27
	Read. Dennis P. Stevens, The Gulf War and Its Implications


Sixth week

Regional Changes

July 3 your second test is due

	Impact of the United States Military Actions
	Monday June30

Tuesday July 1
	Read. Judith Yaphe, Reinventing Iraq: The Regional Impact of U.S. Military Action and also

Read. Ronald Bleier, Invading Iraq, in Middle East Policy, Volume IX, December 2002, Number 4.

	Is Imperialism good?
	Wednesday July 2 and  
	Michael C. Hudson. Imperial Headaches: managing Unruly Regions In an Age of Globalization in Middle East Policy. Volume IX, December 2002, Number 4.

	Is Peace possible
	Thursday July 3
	Read Dennis P. Stevens, “The Peace process and the Future” in Challenges to Peace in the Middle East  Longman(New York; 2003)

	
	
	


Good Luck

