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Course Description
Goals 

The primary goal in this course is to assist the students in developing critical thinking and citizenship, especially in relations to the important issues in the field of women's Studies (gender Issues). The connection among people with different gender, racial, ethnic, class, and religion are often problematic and often lead to social and political problems. Distribution of political and economic power is often unfair. Opportunity for having a decent life is not always possible for all people. Not all people in the world have access to education, employment and self expression. A lot of people are not safe on their streets, homes, in their places of work.  We may believe these problems are isolated, or are results of bad luck. However, If we pay attention and investigate these problems we realize that the problems of individual people are actually connected to the problems of the larger world, and that we participate in and are responsible for creating a world where these kinds of problems emerge.

Critical thinking, perspective and citizenship would ask how we have helped create and maintain a world where differences among people have lead to socio-economic and political problems such as sexism, racism, class conflict and war. Critical thinking questions the assumptions that make world system, social structures and consequently social groups. With critical thinking we see the connection between individual people and the life of social groups in the world as a whole. In relation to gender, critical thinking, analysis and citizenship mean developing an understanding of not only particular or individual women’s problems, but also for how socially constructed socio-economic and political structures and ideologies (ways of thinking) about gender create these types of problems. For example, a critical perspective on discrimination would not just damn the individual who discriminate but would ask how a system such as this is created and maintained and what is our role in creating a world where such behavior is possible and likely.     

Subjects
Among topics covered is gender role socialization, relationship among gender, race and class, American feminism as well as cross-cultural feminism.  This course is interdisciplinary in its approach, meaning that we will read feminist essays from the disciplines of cultural studies, economics, history, philosophy, political theory and psychology. The first purpose of this course will be to rethink and reevaluate much of what we have experienced and learned about women from cultural and biological definitions of feminine behavior. Second, Key figures and text in the history of the United States women's movement and United States Feminism will be examined in order to counterbalance the representation of women in history traditionally taught to students in high school and other college courses.  Finally this course will provide an introduction to feminist theory and gender studies. You will be exposed to the diverse body of writing that makes up these fields and will examine the ways in which feminism has addressed such key issues as women's equality and political change, masculinity and femininity, racism and racial equality. The material we read and discuss in this course may provoke strong responses and divergent opinions from class members, I see this as a strength of the course; it means we are dealing with crucial issues

Learning Objectives  
This course is designed to achieve the following objectives:

a.
Introduce the students to Women’s Studies where they will explore gender as a variable that explains socio-economic, and political status of women and man in the world that we live in.

b.
Introduce students to the minor and major so they can select curricular electives that are congruent with their educational and professional objective.

c.
To understand a wide range of topics that are pertinent to the study of gender and women’s issues.

d.
Assist students to develop reading skills that enable them to understand the nuances of ideas, as well as their importance in social context.
e.
To assist the students to come away with some knowledge about the history of women’s movement, as well as knowledge about the most important ideas about who men and women are and who we could be.
Course Outcomes 

By then of this course, you will have had the opportunity to:

a. discuss

b. lead discussions

c. write

d. Read

e. analyze

f. answer

g. demonstrate

h. listen

i. think

j. question

k. imagine
l. agree

m. disagree

n. feel

o. remember

p. make decisions

q. observe

r. reflect through your writing.

STRUCTURE

Course Expectations 

 This class is taught entirely online, primarily over the Internet however, in certain cases, telephones and postal mail may be used. Some of the class requirements are different from a regular face to face class. This course will require the same amount of time that the face to face class does. Students will play  a larger role in making sure they do the work in a timely fashion and do not fall behind in the assignments. 
Evaluation: 

In order to get the most out of this course, you must be prepared when you logon. You are required to read and are also responsible for THINGKING about the assigned material so that you can participate in discussion. I expect you to participate actively. I will not be responsible for covering the material assigned as homework. Rather, I will post a discussion topic of the most pressing issues and the most challenging concepts. You are expected to participate by asking questions and by answering questions.  I encourage you to analyze and discuss the material you have read. ACTIVE LEARNING improves skills and enhances knowledge and awareness more effectively than does passive learning. Examples of the issues and problems from your readings should demonstrate your true knowledge of the subject mater. You need to draw on your choice of newspaper as well as other reading materials.

INSTRUCTOR EXPECTATIONS: 

The information below provides you with what you can expect from the instructor of this course. 
1. The instructor establishes the standards of the course. 
2. The instructor evaluates and returns0 graded assignments in a timely manner with feedback on your assignments. 
3. The instructor will make a list of resources and links to appropriate on-line resources. 
4. The instructor will maintain a record of all graded activities in a secure, private and accurate manner. 
5. The instructor responds in a timely manner to any questions you have regarding the course or learning materials within a 24-hour period on weekdays. 

6. The instructor monitors the discussion forum activities and provides direction when asked by the participants or as she deems it necessary. 

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS: 
The following information outlines what is expected from you, the student learner, in an on-line asynchronous course. 
1. You are expected to participate in the course on a regular basis. You should access course materials a minimum of every other day to remain current and make sure you are aware of any changes in the course.. 
2. You must make a commitment to learning. In a normal academic term, the university would tell you to schedule three hours per week for each credit per course for learning activities. In this course you will have an additional three hours, which is the time you would normally be in the classroom. 
3.  You are expected to participate in discussion forums and contribute to the body of knowledge for this subject throughout the course. 
4.  You are expected to remain civil in all on-line discussions. Although disagreement and dissent should be part of learning, you will remain respectful to other participants and the instructor. You will carefully monitor your use of language while on-line or in official communication with other participants. 
5. Class discussion of the readings is one of the most important assignments. I expect that you will participate actively in course discussion, ask questions, and challenge the ideas put forward by the texts and/or by the other participants. 

Required Texts

Text Rental

Feminist Frontiers, fifth edition (2001), Eds. Laurel Richardson, Verta Taylor, and Nancy Whittier

Issues in Feminism: Introduction to Women's Studies (2001), ed. Sheila Ruth

Selected readings will be put on electronic reserve 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
A-
Tests
There will be two tests in this course. The tests include some short answers and some essay questions. Each test counts for 30 points of your course grade. The tests will be open book. They must be typed, double space and page numbered. Write each question and follow with your answer.  You will need a cover page with your name, date, course name and number and the institution you are attending. First test will be given on June 6 and it is dues on June 10. And the second test will be given on June 26 and is due on July 3.  Use he digital drop box within Blackboard to submit your essays. I will not accept late test and there is no make up test.

B.
 Research Paper
Research paper is 20 points of your course grade.

You are required to write a 5 to 7 pages research paper on a topic of your choice (course subject matters) which has been approved by me.  It should be typed, double space, pages numbered, with a cover page (your name and the title of your paper, date, course number and institution you are enrolled in), endnotes or footnotes and bibliography. This paper is due on June 25, 2003. The deadline for the paper is firm. Late papers will be penalized by one letter grade for every late day. This paper must be largely free of grammatical and spelling errors. The structure of the paper should be divided into three parts; 1-an introduction which highlights your theoretical frame work and the points you will be arguing in your paper; 2- part two is the body of the paper consisting of your argument backed by historical information and currents facts; 3- the last part of the paper is your conclusion which consists of a brief overview and the result of your findings. 

Plagiarism
The written assignments for this course must be constructed without plagiarism. Any quotations, paraphrases and or ideas taken from others without proper citations are considered to be plagiarism. In the event that I find any part of your written work taken from others without providing proper citation, I will fail the paper and possibly fail you for the course. Use American Psychological Association citation format. The instruction for this format can be found on Library cites. Unintentional plagiarism is not, in my mind, much different from intentional plagiarism. In the events that you do not know what plagiarism is and you are not sure whether or not a particular passage in your work might be plagiarized, please consult me. Another important thing to consider when working on your paper is the quality of the sources you choose. All of your sources should be authoritative, for one thing, that means that they should all be the thoughts of an expert in a relevant field. An editor of a newspaper that writes opinion article about an issue is not an expert, but university professors are experts in the areas in which they teach and research. Authoritative sources might include the websites for major scholarly journals that come out of a particular field. Pamphlets, newsletter and opinions with particular interests to grind may not be authoritative.  Newspaper and magazines should only be cited for facts and not as a source of research. Your sources should be substantive. A five pages article in Times magazine may be authoritative but it is not substantive

. 

Research Paper Grading Criteria 

1

1.
 “A” paper displays original thought and analysis of issues read and discussed in the course of the six-week semester. The analysis must be based on research, which is both theoretical (critical analysis of assumptions and discourses) and practical (empirically based research, case study analysis, etc.).

2.
 A “B” paper demonstrates good understanding of the issues discussed and analyzed through the course of the study, but the arguments presented are not original and fully developed. 

3.
A “C” paper demonstrates understanding of the issues discussed and analyzed through the course of the study, but it is more of a report than a research paper with original ideas.

C.
Participation
Participation on discussion board is 20 points of your course grade. Because the quality of our courses depends on the quality of your input, I weigh participation. You must read the assigned readings before you discuss issues on the discussion board. The successful student will consciously attempt to integrate the material throughout the course of semester and will give evidence of this effort on discussion board. All of the discussions must be guided by information you gather from your assigned reading materials and also information you have found by yourself.  This course is interested in facts and analysis rather than opinions. 

Course Grades 

Course grades will be earned in the following manner:

Cumulative scores on the tests
60

Research paper


20

Participation and discussion

20

A
90 and above

B
80 to 90

C
70 to 80

D
60 to 70

F
50 to 60 

Reading Schedule

First Week

	Introduction to Women Studies: Feminism, Women's History and History of Women's Movement
	Tuesday, May 27
	Read Issues in Feminism pages 1-33

	Continue
	Wednesday, May 28
	Read Issues in Feminism pages 33-57

	Diversity and differences
	Thursday, May 29
	Read Feminist Frontier 1-18

	Theoretical Perspectives
	Friday, May  30
	Reading Feminist Frontiers pages 37-57


Second Week 

	Theoretical Perspectives
	Monday June 2
	Read Feminist Frontier pages 74-88, 98-107

	Stereotypes


	Tuesday June 3
	Read Issues in Feminism pages 124-148

	Stereotypes
	Wednesday June 4
	Feminist Frontiers pages 112-144

	Patriarchy
	Thursday June 5
	Read Issues in Feminism pages 209-247

	Patriarchy Continue 
	Friday June 6
	


Third Week 

	Socialization
	Monday June 9
	Read Feminist Frontiers pages 173-191

	Socialization
	Tuesday June 10
	Read Feminist Frontiers pages 191-208

	Socialization
	Wednesday June 11  
	Read Feminist Frontiers pages 208-235

	Bodies
	Thursday June 12
	Read Feminist Frontiers pages 397-413

	Bodies
	Friday June 13
	Read Feminist Frontiers pages 413-422, Issues in Feminism pages 289-294


Fourth Week

	Reproductive issues
	Monday June 16
	Read Feminist Frontiers pages 422-431, and Issues in Feminism pages320-329

	Violence against women
	Tuesday June 17
	Read Feminist Frontiers pages 439-454,454-479

	Violence against women
	Wednesday June 18
	Read Issues in Feminism  pages 329-341

	Women’s Resistance
	Thursday June 19
	Read Issues in Feminism pages 170-188

	Women ‘s Resistance
	Friday June 20
	Read Issues in Feminism pages 188-209


Fifth Week

	Sexism and public policy and institutions
	Monday June 23
	Read Issues in Feminism pages344-355

	continue
	Tuesday June 24
	Read Issues in Feminism pages 355-374

	continue
	Wednesday June 25 
	Read Issues in Feminism pages 374-398

	continue
	Thursday June 26
	Read Issues in Feminism pages 398-405, 408-424

	Feminist Responses
	Friday June 27
	Read Issues in Feminism pages 445-473


Sixth Week 
	Feminist Responses
	Monday June 30
	Read Feminist Frontiers pages 521-532

	Continue
	Tuesday July 1
	Read Issues in Feminism pages 503-528

	
	Wednesday July 2
	Read Feminist Frontiers pages 556-575

	
	Thursday July 3
	Read Issues in Feminism pages 570-584


NOTE: The readings in this course are not limited to the above outline. We will have readings on the Electronic reserves and appropriate links.
