Advanced Seminar in Women’s Studies (890-489

Department of Women’s Studies and Anthropology

Fall 2003

Dr. Zohreh Ghavamshahidi

Office: Salisbury Hall 309 or 242

Office Hours: TR 1 to 2 and M 4 to 5:30

Or by appointment

Phone 472-5117 or 472-10142

Email: Ghavamsz@uww.edu
Required Texts

Textbook Rental

Bad Girls, Good Girls (Maglin and Perry eds)

The Craft of Research (Booth, Colomb, Williams)

Trauma and Recovery (Herman)

Why So Slow? (Valian)

Listen Up: Voices from the next Feminist Generation (ed. Barbara Findlen)

A number of articles will be on electronic reserve

Course Goals

1.
To develop critical thinking and research skills, culminating in a substantial independent paper/project of your own design.

2.
To gain familiarity with recent feminist research on a variety of topics.

3.
To write effective academic papers within the discipline of women’s studies

4.
To improve oral communication skills through discussions, peer feedback, nod presentations.

5.
To gain familiarity with international feminists research and issues.

Expectations:

As a capstone
course (a culminating experience in the department)., Advanced Seminar allows you to use knowledge that you have gained in previous courses, to further it, and to provide it more full expression. The course requires initiative and hard work on your part. We will be doing a great deal of reading and writing-individually and together. Everyone is expected to complete assignments, to attend class sessions, and to participate in discussions.  The course will be driven by your willingness to share ideas and work in small-and large-group settings.

Requirements 
A.
Responses to assigned readings (up to 15 points)

After completing each reading assignment, you will write a response. I would prefer that you use a 4 X6 index cards.  You may reflect on why you thought a particular reading was useful (or not so useful), selecting a quote to illustrate your point. You could note questions that occurred to you or vocabulary that gave you trouble. You may want to quarrel with the readings, expressing your opinion on an issue or a research method. I expect that you will fill the card and that you will bring the response to class with you. I may ask you to share from your response in class, especially if discussion flags.

Approximately bi-weekly, I will assess your progress on a randomly selected response-unsatisfactory, fair, good, or excellent. Near the end of the term, I will look over all of your responses (you must keep them) and assign a grade of 5 (unsatisfactory), 7 (fair), 10 (good), or 15(excellent). To receive an excellent, your responses should be completed on time, express your opinions, and demonstrate thorough and thoughtful reflection. An: unsatisfactory: will be assigned if you repeatedly come to class without responses, omit responses at the final collection, or demonstrate limited engagement with the readings.

B.
Preliminary Bibliography (10 points for timely completion)

Your bibliography must include 15 recent sources on the topic of your final paper/project. These articles, pamphlets, books, etc. should be cited in the style you will use in your final paper (usually APA or MLA style). You must have complete references for each of the sources listed, and you must either have consulted the source or be in the process of retrieving it through interlibrary loan. We will discuss your preliminary bibliographies in class. If your bibliography is unsatisfactory, I will ask you to revise it or forfeit the points. Late penalties will be applied (subtract 3 points for every business day the bibliography is late.)

C.
Preliminary Abstract (10 points for timely completion)

An abstract summarizes and introduces an academic article. Abstracts are explained on P.213 of the Craft of Research. Although abstracts are sometimes written after a paper is completed, you will be writing a preliminary abstract (or proposal”) before your paper draft. We will discuss your preliminary abstracts in class. If your abstract is unsatisfactory, I will ask you to revise it or forfeit the points. Late penalties will be applied (subtract 2 points for every business day the abstract is late.)

D.
 Class Participation (10 points)

In order to get the most out of our class sessions, you must be prepared when you come to class. You are required to read the assigned material BEFORE coming to class, and you are also responsible for THINKING ABOUT The assigned materials so that you can participate in our discussions about the Reading. I expect you to participate actively in the days’ discussion and will take ROLL. 
1. You will be responsible for covering the material assigned as homework. I will lead a discussion of the most pressing issues and the most challenging concepts. You are expected to participate by asking questions and by answering questions. 
2. I will play the role of advocate and provocateur, encouraging you to analyze the material you have read. The classes will be conducted as a dialogue since education research has demonstrated that ACTIVE LEARNING improves one’s skills and raises one’s level of awareness and knowledge more effectively than does passive learning. Each of you should be prepared to summarize and analyze each assigned reading and to place the reading in the context of the rest of the course material. 

3. You will be asked to provide examples of the issues and problems discussed in the text readings.  Participation will be graded, 3 (unsatisfactory), 5 (fair), 7 (good), 10 (excellent)

E.
Paper Draft (15 points)
You must complete a rough draft of your final project or paper. I will be holding conferences to discuss these drafts with you. If your draft is unsatisfactory, I will as you to revise it or forfeit the points. Late penalties will be applied (subtract 2 points for every business day the draft is late.)

F.
Oral Presentation (up to 15 points)
During the last weeks of the term, you will present your research project—whether it is in progress or completed—to the class (10 minutes). As part of this presentation, you will also be completing a poster or power point. Many disciplines (especially in the sciences and social science) use poster presentations at their academic conferences. If you have been to Undergraduate Research day at UW-Whitewater, Then you have seen poster presentations. More information will follow posters and how to create them.

As I grade your presentation, I will keep in mind the following questions: Is the style of speaking effective? Is the speaker connecting with the audience non-verbally? Is the information being conveyed accessibly? Is time being managed well? Are audience questions addressed adequately? Presentations will be graded 5 (fair), 7 (good), 10 (very good) and15 (excellent). You will be signing up for a presentation date. If you are absent on the day of your presentation, you forfeit the points for the presentation.

During presentation, another class member will serve as your moderator. It is the moderator’s job to introduce you and your work and to make sure that you stay within the time allowed. The moderator also facilitates the question-and answer session after your presentation (5 minutes). Finally m, the moderator is responsible for generating questions in case the audience is unusually silent. All class members will be expected to participate actively and to provide you with feedback about your research and your presentation. 

G.
Final Research Paper (up to 25 points) 

Your final paper (15 to 20 pages) will be on a women’s or gender studies-related topic of your own choosing. Your paper should have an ARGUMENT and should demonstrate knowledge of the significant research already published on your topic. I encourage you to think of this assignment as one that you will eventually aim at a wider audience, whether that be as a writing sample for application to a graduate program, as a piece of research to present at an undergraduate conference or at an on-campus colloquium, or as an article of publishable quality. This paper must be double space, using 12 font, regular top, bottom, left and right margins. No grammatical and spelling mistakes. Include your bibliography and your cover page. Your paper must be stapled when it is handed in.

Plagiarism
The written assignments for this course must be constructed without plagiarism. Any quotations, paraphrases and or ideas taken from others without proper citations are considered to be plagiarism. In the event that I find any part of your written work taken from others without providing proper citation, I will fail the paper and possibly fail you for the course. Use American Psychological Association citation format. The instruction for this format can be found on Library cites. Unintentional plagiarism is not, in my mind, much different from intentional plagiarism. In the events that you do not know what plagiarism is and you are not sure whether or not a particular passage in your work might be plagiarized, please consult me. Another important thing to consider when working on your paper is the quality of the sources you choose. All of your sources should be authoritative, for one thing, that means that they should all be the thoughts of an expert in a relevant field. An editor of a newspaper that writes opinion articles about an issue is not an expert, but university professors are experts in the areas in which they teach and research. Authoritative sources might include the websites for major scholarly journals that come out of a particular field. Pamphlets, newsletters and opinions with particular interests to grind may not be authoritative.  Newspaper and magazines should only be cited for facts and not as a source of research. Your sources should be substantive. A five pages article in Time magazine may be authoritative but it is not substantive.
ATTENDANCE POLICY: Class attendance is very important. You may miss two class periods through out the semester only for emergency reasons. More than two absences will have a negative impact on your grade. More than 4 absences you will be evaluated from B as the highest grade, more than 6 absences you will be graded from C as highest grade.  More than 8 you will be graded from D as your highest grade. 

POLICY: 
The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive and non-discriminatory learning environment. It is the responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special Accommodations, Misconduct, Religious beliefs Accommodation, Discrimination and Absence for University Sponsored Events. (For details please refer to the Undergraduate and Graduate Timetables; the “Rights and Responsibilities” section of the Undergraduate bulletin; the academic Requirements and Policies and the Facilities and Services sections of the Graduate bulletin; and the “Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures” (UWS Chapter 14); and the “Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures” (UWS Chapter 17). 


Class Schedule

Week Two 

	Monday September 8
	Introduction and assessment
	


Week Three

	Monday S 15
	Women’s Sexuality and feminist narratives
	Bad Girls, Good Girls

PP.xi-106


Week Four

	Monday S22
	Sexual Violence
	Bad Girls Good Girls

pp.125-226


Week Five

	Monday S 29
	Women Images
	Bad Girls Good Girls

pp. 247-293


Week  Six

	Monday O6
	Issues presented by Young Feminists
	Listen UP

pp. 1-40 

	
	Writing Skills
	Craft of Research

pp.29-82


Week Seven

	Monday O 13
	Writing Skills
	Craft of Research

PP. 85 146

	
	Bibliography Due
	


Week Eight

	Monday O20
	Issues presented by Young Feminists
	Listen Up

PP. 51-89

	
	Writing Skills
	Craft of 

PP. 149-172


Week Nine

	Monday O 27
	Issues presented by Young Feminists
	Listen Up

PP.103-153


Week Ten

	Monday N 3
	Issues Presented by Young Feminists
	Listen Up

PP.152-188

	
	First Draft of the paper is Due
	


Week  Eleven

	Monday N 10
	Issues presented by Young Feminists
	Listen Up

PP.209-239

	
	
	Listen Up

PP. 253-281


Week Twelve

	Monday N17
	Gender at Work
	Why So Slow

1-47


Week Thirteen

	Monday N. 24
	Students’ presentation


Week Fourteen

	Monday D1
	Students’ presentation


Week Fifteen

	Monday D 8
	Students’ presentation


Seek sixteen

	Monday D 15
	Exams Week


