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THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-WHITEWATER

Department of Psychology

Spring, 2007

Psychology of Adolescence

Psych 332   Web Version
------------------------------------------------------------------------

	Instructor:
	Dr. Joan Littlefield Cook

	Office:
	WH 5037

	Phone:
	472-1530 or 472-1026 (sec.)

	Email:
	cookj@uww.edu

	Webpage:
	http://facstaff.uww.edu/cookj/

	Course page:
	http://cookj.pageout.net
In addition to being registered on WINS, you must go to this course page to register 
for the online course. This is where you access the course; complete quizzes, 
assignments, & exams; and find important announcements.



	Office Hours:
	Mondays 1:30 to 3:30pm; 

Tuesdays & Thursdays  9:00 to 10:30am;

Others by appointment


	Prerequisite:
	Introductory Psychology (Psych 211)


WEB Course:  This is a WEB class that uses PageOut, an online course system from the textbook publisher McGraw Hill. Please note that this course does not useD2L (a web system used for many other UWW classes).
Required Textbook:  Adolescence, by L. Steinberg, 7th edition, 2005, McGraw Hill. This textbook is available for rental in the University Bookstore.  An optional e-book is also available for purchase at http://ebooks.primisonline.com/eBookstore/index.jsp  (click on Custom e-books).
Required Online Registration:  You must register online in the PageOut courseware system in addition to being registered for this course on UWW’s WINS. There is no charge for the PageOut system, but you MUST REGISTER FOR IT to be able to access any course materials, quizzes and exams. Any course requirements missed because of failure to register in PageOut will result in a score of zero for that assignment; these assignments cannot be made up. To register online:
· Go to http://cookj.pageout.net 

· Click on Psychology of Adolescence (Psy 331) Online format
· In the list along the left-hand side, click on “Student registration”

· Click “Create new account”

· When you register, make sure to use your UWW ID # for the “external student id”.

· You can use whatever email address you want to, but any emails I send will use your UWW email account so make sure you check it regularly.
Course Description:  The purpose of this course is to help you gain familiarity with the field of adolescent development. The course will provide a survey of the current and historical issues regarding adolescent development, including research methods and findings, theories, controversies, and practical applications.  Physical, social, and cognitive aspects of development will be covered, as well as a discussion of the different contexts of and challenges to development during this period of development.

Learning Objectives: By the completion of this course, you should meet each of the following learning objectives:

1. Gain knowledge of the main concepts, theories, and issues related to adolescent development;  

2. Gain knowledge of research techniques used in developmental psychology;
3. Apply knowledge of adolescent psychology to everyday life;

4. Gain a better understanding of your personal implicit theories of adolescent development, attitudes, and beliefs about adolescent psychology issues; and

5. Improve your communication and critical thinking skills.

The University of Wisconsin—Whitewater is dedicated to a safe, supportive, and non-discriminatory learning environment.  It is the responsibility of all undergraduate and graduate students to familiarize themselves with University policies regarding Special Accommodations, Academic Misconduct, Religious Beliefs Accommodation, Discrimination and Absence for University Sponsored Events (for details please refer to the Schedule of Classes; the “

 HYPERLINK "http://www.uww.edu/Catalog/02-04/Legal/Legal1.html" Rights and Responsibilities

 HYPERLINK "file:///T:\\Provost%20Suite\\www.uww.edu\\Catalog\\02-04\\Legal\\Legal1.html" ” section of the Undergraduate Catalog; the Academic Requirements and Policies and the Facilities and Services sections of the Graduate Catalog; and the “Student Academic Disciplinary Procedures (UWS Chapter 14); and the “Student Nonacademic Disciplinary Procedures" (UWS Chapter 17).  If you require any special accommodations to be successful and comfortable in this class, please see me at the beginning of the semester.  If you have a reading disability and require more time to read the timed items on quizzes and exams, see me.
Please note:

The UW System standard for work required per credit is that students are expected to invest at least 3 hours of combined in-class and out-of-class work per week for each academic unit (credit) of coursework; thus, a 3-credit course will typically require a minimum of 9 hours of work per week (144 hrs./semester)  (Approved by action of the University Curriculum Committee on 1/21/05).

Course Requirements

This course is divided into 4 units. Each unit contains 3 to 4 textbook chapters; powerpoint slides, quizzes, and a variety of possible activities and discussion board topics for each chapter; and one exam at the end of the unit. This course also requires one in-depth individual project. 

It is your responsibility to read and study the chapters, review the powerpoint slides for each chapter, and pass at least one quiz (at 80% correct) for each chapter. Work at your own pace, but make certain you finish all work for each unit before the quizzes expire and the exam is posted. At the end of the unit, I will post an exam that will be available for approximately 2 days. You must take the exam, online, at some point during those 2 days. The night before the exam is posted, all quizzes for that unit will expire (see schedule below).  
1. Chapter Quizzes (pass/fail basis, one quiz per chapter; up to a total of 120 points, for 18% of final course grade):  All quizzes are taken online. Each quiz will contain 20 questions (multiple-choice and true/false) taken randomly from the assigned chapter and accompanying powerpoint slides. Quizzes are open-book and open-note, but you must take every quiz alone and without the assistance of any other person. Quizzes will be timed: 15 minutes will be allowed for each quiz. Quizzes in each unit expire the night before the exam. It is the student’s responsibility to take the quizzes online, at your own pace, before they expire. You can always take quizzes early, but late quizzes will not be available or accepted. All quizzes are posted online in PageOut under “Gradebook.”

You must answer at least 16 questions correctly (80%) to pass each quiz. If you do not pass a quiz, you can make up to 2 more attempts by taking additional quizzes from that chapter. Each quiz is a different random draw of questions. In the list of “Assignments” you will notice 3 quizzes posted for each chapter (e.g., Chapter 1 Quiz A, Chapter 1 Quiz B, Chapter 1 Quiz C). You can attempt each of these quizzes only once, but there are 3 quizzes posted for each chapter (Quizzes A, B, and C). You can take these quizzes in any order you wish, and passing any one quiz per chapter gives you full quiz credit for that chapter. You will receive 10 points for each chapter for which you pass a quiz: 12 chapters passed = 120 points, 11 chapters passed = 110 points, etc. If you pass a chapter on the first or second quiz attempt, you can still take the remaining quiz (or quizzes) just for practice if you wish. (Note that we are covering 13 chapters but quizzes count for a maximum of 120 points. This means that your grade is not negatively affected if you don’t pass the quizzes for one chapter.)
2. Exams (total of 400 points, for 60% of final course grade). Total of four exams (including the Final exam). Each exam will have 50 questions and is worth a total of 100 points (2 points per item). Exams will assess students’ comprehension of the concepts covered in assigned readings and activities, powerpoint slides, and discussion boards. Each exam will contain objective question types (e.g., multiple choice, matching, true/false) and occasionally a few short essay items. Exam dates are listed on the Schedule of Topics and Assigned Readings. These dates are tentative and subject to change. 

All exams are taken online. Exams are open-book and open-note, but you must take every exam alone and without assistance of any other person. Each exam has a 40-minute time limit. You will find the exams posted online in PageOut under “Gradebook,” in the same area where quizzes are posted. Exams will not be posted in advance—they will only appear during the 2-day period when they are due. You have only one attempt to take each exam, so make sure that you and your computer are ready to take the full exam before clicking on it. Once you click on the exam, the 40-minute time limit begins and cannot be paused.
Important notice regarding makeup exams: Do your best to take each exam on the first day that it is posted. If something goes wrong, we may be able to fix the problem before the 2-day exam period expires. If you are ill, have an emergency, or have computer problems throughout a posted exam, you can take a makeup exam on May 14 or 15. That will be the only other opportunity you have to take any exam that you missed or that did not function properly for you.
3. Activities, including discussion board participation (total of 50 points, for 7% of final course grade). Each student must complete a total of 50 points of approved activities across the semester. I will post discussion boards and/or chapter activities online for each assigned textbook chapter. Access these by clicking on “Discussion Area” in PageOut. You earn 5 points for each substantive comment that you add to a discussion board or adequately completed activity, for a maximum of 15 points per unit. Discussion Board comments and most activities are graded as “all or none,” i.e., you earn either 0 or 5 points; there is no partial credit. Occasionally I will offer activities that are worth more than 5 points. Check the discussion area and course announcements for these opportunities.
Activities are due as follows (late activities will not be accepted):

12 points due no later than 10pm Wednesday, February 14; 

14 points due no later than 10 pm Wednesday, March 14; 

12 points due no later than 10 pm Wednesday, April 18; 

12 points due no later than 10 pm Wednesday, May 9; 

“Substantive” means that you have really thought about the information in the chapter and you are adding something meaningful, constructive, and thoughtful to the discussion board. Comments like “This chapter seems hard” or “I saw my brother do something like that” are not considered substantive. If your comment is substantive, you will see 5 points appear in your online grade book (under “Disc/Activity”). You can check your grade book anytime, online, by clicking on “Gradebook.” I try to read discussion boards every day. If your points do not appear within 3 days after posting your message, then assume that you did not get any points for that posting. Try a better and more thoughtful posting. You can always email me with any questions or concerns about how these discussion boards are scored (but please do not email me just to ask how many points you have!). 
The deadline for posting messages and completing activities for points in each unit is when the quizzes expire for that unit—after the quizzes expire, no more points are given for new postings or activities for that unit. Maximum Discussion Board Points: 5 points per message, 15 points per unit, 40 points per semester.
4. Project on a topic directly related to adolescent development, contributing 100 points to the final course grade (total of 15% of final course grade). All projects and presentations MUST BE APPROVED BY THE INSTRUCTOR prior to beginning work on them.  A written summary of your project topic must be submitted by March 23 (hardcopy only—no emails). The purposes of this requirement are to allow students to go into more depth on a topic of particular interest, to inform the rest of the class about topics we do not have time to investigate in class, and to improve students’ communication and critical thinking skills. 
Scoring will focus on the student’s understanding of the material, clear and accurate explanation  of the information, adequate degree of detail, and appropriateness of content and sources. Details on scoring are available on PageOut.
Possible projects may include such things as a written report of a brief observational study, a case study or interview; summary and critique of two to three research articles; an informative website (developed and published to the web), an analysis of popular media related to adolescent development; a library report (e.g., 8 pages); a detailed and original set of powerpoints on a topic not covered in depth in the text; etc. YOU MUST HAND IN COPIES OF ALL SOURCES WITH YOUR PROJECT. Projects may not duplicate text information, but they may build on text information and online activities. All projects are due by MONDAY, APRIL 30 and must be turned in HARDCOPY to my office or my faculty mailbox—no emailed copies will be accepted. There is a 10% per day penalty for each day a paper is late, regardless of the reason (i.e., 10 point grade reduction per day late).
Opportunity to earn extra credit. In addition to the extra credit attendance points described above, opportunities to earn extra credit will be presented throughout the course during lectures and class discussions. A maximum of 15 extra credit points can be earned through class activities, occasional response papers, and the like. 

Important Notices to Students

· I am available to help all students. Come see me, email me, or call my office for help if you have a problem with the course or are not sure what to do. I want to see each and every student be successful and happy with this course!

· Avoid Procrastination!! This is the single most important piece of advice I have to offer! You need to give yourself plenty of time in this web course to read, think, process, re-read, study, take notes, take quizzes, study for exams, participate in online activities, etc. You must start early in every unit. If you wait until late in the unit, you may not have time to do well. Give yourself a concrete work schedule to follow. Create small goals to accomplish every couple days and every week. Keep up. You will be tempted to take care of assignments for your other courses first, but it is important that you resist this temptation and keep this course on the front burner where it belongs! Putting it off only makes the work more difficult later.
· I am not responsible for computer and server problems. Most of you will work on your own home computers, and each of your computers can have its own array of problems with hardware, software, internet connections, viruses, spyware, pop-up blockers, etc. If you are having problems, try the following:

· Click on Student Handbook in the menu on the left-hand side of the course home page. This gives you a list of pdf files that explains how different parts of PageOut function.
· Disable pop-up blockers and exit from all other programs. Do not try to run email, instant messaging, MSWord, or any other programs at the same time you are using PageOut. It may work, but it may not.

· Work with your local computer technicians.

· Contact the PageOut Technical Support: 

· online at http://mcgraw.participate.com/pe/index.jsp   

· by phone at (800) 331-5094 (limited hours; see the web address in the line above for hours)  

· If your home computer is not reliable, try using the lab computers in Winther Hall 4002 or those in the Anderson Computer Lab. 

· Always work early and in advance so computer problems can be fixed before quizzes and exams expire.

· Also be aware that PageOut is occasionally taken off-line for maintenance and upgrades. I do not control when this happens, and it can happen at any time.

Ultimately, I am not responsible for any computer or server problems that may arise, and they cannot be used as an excuse for not completing course requirements.
· CHEATING OF ANY KIND WILL NOT BE TOLERATED. You must do your own work in this class, without assistance from anyone else on quizzes and exams. All written work and projects must be completely your own. Copying, plagiarism, and copyright violations are all illegal. You may not copy down quiz or exam questions provided online, and you cannot give them to any other persons or use any offered to you. I assume that you will operate with full integrity and honesty in completing this online course. Violations threaten our ability to offer students a legitimate and useful online experience. Help us protect the system by participating appropriately. Report to me any violations that come to your attention. All reports will be investigated seriously and prosecuted fully. Be aware that student cheating can result in a failing grade and, with repeated offenses and very serious violations, even expulsion from school. 
Computer Problems on Quizzes and Exams:

The most common problem in this course is that students’ computers sometimes freeze up when students click to access a quiz or exam, while students are taking a quiz or exam, or when students click to submit a score for a quiz or exam. This does not happen often, but here are some tips you can try if it happens to you:

1. Don’t panic! We can usually work around the problem.

2. Restart your computer before attempting any quiz or exam (freshly booted computers work best).

3. Check your internet options, virus software, etc. to make sure you do not have pop-up blockers turned on. Your quizzes and exams are presented in pop-up boxes.

4. Never have any other programs open while you attempt a quiz or exam (do not have instant-messaging software, email, etc. open).

5. Make sure you are using Internet Explorer as your web browser.

6. If your computer is not reliable, find a different computer to use.

7. Always take your quizzes and exams early. It is extremely risky to wait until the last day or the last hours before they expire. If you take quizzes several days before they expire, we have time to reset them if they freeze. If you take the exams on the first day they are posted, we have time to reset them if they freeze. If you wait until the last hours before expiration, if they freeze, you lose!

8. Report all computer and software problems to the PageOut Support at http://mcgraw.participate.com/pe/index.jsp   or (800) 331-5094.   They need your detailed information so they can identify patterns and work on fixes.

READING AND EXAM SCHEDULE (subject to change)
· Read the material BEFORE attempting quizzes—it really does make a difference! 
· Schedule changes are announced on PageOut. It is your responsibility to be aware of them.

	PART 1:
	Foundations

	Ch. 1       
	Biological Transitions

	Ch. 2       
	Cognitive Transitions

	Ch. 3       
	Social Transitions

	Feb 14
	Quizzes for Chs. 1, 2, & 3 expire at 10 pm central time

Activities/DB points for these chapters due by Feb. 14 at 10pm (min. of 12 pts due)

	Feb 15-16   
	Exam #1     Chs. 1, 2, & 3 posted online 8am Feb 15 to 10 pm Feb 16

	
	

	PART 2:
	Contexts of Development

	Ch. 4       
	Families

	Ch. 5       
	Peer Groups

	Ch. 6     
	Schools

	Ch. 7     
	Work & Leisure

	Mar 14
	Quizzes for Chs.4, 5, 6, & 7 expire at 10 pm central

Activities/DB points for these chapters due by Mar 14 at 10pm (min. of 14 pts due)

	Mar 15-16
	Exam #2     Chs. 4, 5, 6, & 7  posted 8am Mar 15 to 10 pm Mar 16, online

	
	

	PART 3:
	Developmental Tasks of Adolescence

	Mar 23 (Fri.)
	One page written summary of project topic & format due; hardcopy only (no emails)

	Ch. 8       
	Identity

	Ch. 9       
	Autonomy

	Ch. 10       
	Intimacy

	Apr 18
	Quizzes for Chs. 8, 9,& 10 expire at 10 pm central

Activities/DB points for these chapters due by Apr 18 at 10pm (min. of 12 pts due)

	Apr 19-20
	Exam #3   Chs. 8, 9,& 10 posted 8am Apr 19 to 10 pm Apr 20, online

	
	

	PART 4:
	Issues and Problems

	Ch. 11       
	Sexuality

	Ch. 12     
	Achievement

	Ch. 13    
	Psychosocial Problems in Adolescence

	April 30 (Mon.) 
	PROJECT DUE. HARDCOPY ONLY, turn in at my office (WH 5037).

***No grade until hardcopy of all sources is turned in.***

10% late penalty (10 points) per day

	May 9
	Quizzes for Chs. 11, 12, & 13 expire at 10 pm central

Activities/DB points for these chapters due by May 9 at 10pm (min. of 12 pts due)

	May 10-11
	Exam #4   Chs. 11, 12, & 13 posted 8am May 10 to 10 pm May 11, online

	
	

	
	MAKEUP EXAMS

	
	Makeup exams for Units 1, 2, 3, & 4 will be posted online and available from 8 am May 14 until 10 pm May 15.    IF YOU DO NOT TAKE MAKEUPS DURING THIS TIME PERIOD, YOU CANNOT MAKE UP EXAMS.


Grading for this course will be as follows (please note that there will be no curve):

Quizzes (12 @ 10 points each)
 
 120

Exams (4 @ 100 points each):

Exam 1



 100





Exam 2


 
 100

Exam 3



 100





Final exam


 100




Project



 
 100 

Discussion Boards/Chp. activities 
   50

__________________________________




Total points possible:


 670




​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​








Grading Scale 

A = 603.0 points and above (90%)

B = 536.0 to 602.9 points (80%)

C = 469.0 to 535.9 points (70%)

D = 402.0 to 468.9 points (60%)

F = below 402.0 points (below 60%)

